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?�n June of this year I 
will have been a home-
owner for two years. I 

remember those days of 
looking for the perfect 
house to raise a family in 
and grow my ministry in. 
I remember looking on 

the internet and pounding the pavement hoping that 
we would find a place to live. I remember the day 
when we walked in the door and April and I both 
knew that this was the place we wanted to live and 
raise a family. 
 

I love being a homeowner. I enjoy taking care of our 
house and the feeling of accomplishment I have when 
we do a home improvement project. I have to admit 
that I never realized how much goes in to being a 
homeowner. I knew that I had to keep my yard up but 
I didn’t realize just what all goes into maintaining a 
yard. I knew that we wanted to update some of the 
light fixtures, but I didn’t realize how simple it was to 
take the old ones down and simply wire white to white 
and black to black. 
 

As the man of the house, I have also become very 
aware that it is my duty to protect the house. There 
has been many nights when I was drifting off to sleep 
and I would hear an unfamiliar noise in the house. It 
was at this point I would get up and walk all around 
the house, turning on the lights, trying to find the cul-
prit of the noise. On every one of these occasions my 
adrenaline has pumped and I have been ready for ac-
tion; only to find that most of the time the noise was 
something simple like a door being blown shut when 
the air conditioner came on.  
 

While I reflect on being the protector of my physical 
home, I am reminded of Paul’s word in 1st  Corin-

thians 16:13-14 which says  13Be on 
your guard; stand firm in the faith; 
be men of courage; be strong. 14Do 
everything in love. (New Interna-
tional Version).  
 

This was the scripture for my social 
club when I was a student at Harding University and 
the words have stuck with me. The four word phrase 
“Be On Your Guard” is uttered no less than twelve 
times in the New International Version of the Bible. 
Seven of these twelve occurrences were uttered by 
Christ himself. If Christ mentions something seven 
times, I believe it is worthy of taking notice of.  
 

We live in a world today where the need for personal 
security is at an all time high. Recently on the news, a 
story was done on how to make better and more se-
cure passwords for doing business over the internet. 
Companies like “Life Lock” make promises that they 
can secure your identity. Even in our own church 
building we have had to install a new fire alarm sys-
tem in our auditorium so we can feel safe and be on 
our guard.  In all of this protection I sometimes feel 
that we neglect our spiritual life which is, without a 
doubt, our most valuable asset. 1st Corinthians 16:13-
14 is a good place to start if you feel like your spiri-
tual security has been lacking. As we come to a close, 
think back to being the protector of your physical 
home. We spend time and money securing the outside 
of our homes to make sure that nothing dangerous or 
harmful can get in. We stay up late because we think 
we hear a noise and want to make sure we are pro-
tected, but most of the time we let the security of our 
spiritual house fall by the wayside. This week make 
an effort to do a thorough security check of your spiri-
tual house and be on your guard against the evils of 
this world.              Be Strong and Courageous,  Paul 
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